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"THE UNITED NATIONS: PROBLEMS AND POTENTIAL

' KEY.-,{JU‘b‘G’MENTS '

.~ The United Natlons desplte the hopes of its
champlons ‘and the fears of ltS detractors, does not
greatly influence the basic trends and developments of

‘world politics. Occasionally it illuminates international

policy decisions; more often it merely reflects. them,

s ' -
- -Transition from Western to LDC Dominance:

“The UN %as often a useful forum for the us
durlno the years when East-West conflicts were the fore-

- most publlc issues, because the outcome of votes reflected

Washington's‘diplomatic strength and Moscow's isolation.

~The UN is now a frequent source of embarrass—
ment to the US, because world politics and the UN .
agenda are regularly dominated by North-South =~ -
confrontations.which feature attacks by the .. = | .
disgruntled majority of less developed countries :
(LDCs) avalnst the US and other developed countrles.

LDC domlnance in the UN results not only from
their surge in numbers and activity but also from the
decllnlnU interest of the US and other developed countries.

The reverses the US encounters -at the UN whlle
recurrent are not cumulative. Their psychological and -
diplomatic impact has, in fact, been substantially reduced
through repetition.: ' ' . :

'

NOTE:  This study was prepcred by the Office of Political Resecrch
of the Central Intelligence ﬂgeﬂcy. Although the subject matier was
discussed with representatives -of other offices and agencies, no
formal atiempt at coordination has baen wndsriaken. The views

pwesa/ued represent the bast judgmenis of the <ssuing officz, wh
is awave that the complex issues discussed lend thamselves to ot
interpretations. For further information about this_study, please
call '

e .

7
her

-1~

Approved For Release %%]ﬁmé[kj?]f 81%EDB§?§ QEQIA001500160007 8




Approved For Relegse 20050413 A&1A%R5p POH0% 099A001500160007-8

Restdual Benefits:

The UN does continue to provide diplomatic
and technical benefits--ranging from peacekeeping
operations to the functional services of intergovern-
mental agencies--which offset the liabilities of
diplomatic embarrassment and psychological defeats.

- Furthermore, by virtue of its parliamentary,
global, and bureaucratic structure, the UN tends to
delay and dilute EDC demands on the US and other powers.

Altermatives:

: Just as the UN is not the essential source of
US difficulties with the LDCs, changes in the US posture
toward the UN are not likely to uncover solutions to
those difficulties.

--If the US and the other major powers
retreat still further from active involvement
in the UN, the LDCs would probably shift
their attacks to other arenas, where they
would be less constrained.

--I1f instead the US and the major powers
resumed their earlier, more active roles, a
strengthened UN could better serve US interests
in matters such as peacekeeping and technical
services, but at the same time would likely
increase the effectiveness of the LDC
challenge.’
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